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ARTICLE II OF THE CONSTITUTION, BY-LAWS, AND POLICIES OF THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF FORT HILL CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp, in its endeavor to help toward an understanding of God’s word, to help train for
Christian work and to aid in developing Christian character, shall make the Bible its chief textbook, arrange all its
courses of study, and conduct its work in harmony with the spirit and letter of the Word of God. To this end, every
trustee, teacher, or other workers (except hired help - cooks, carpenters, etc.) must be a member of the Church of
Christ (undenominational) and must believe, without mental reservation, that the Bible is the full and final revelation
of God to man; and therefore, the all-sufficient rule of faith and practice; in the diety and supreme authority of
Christ; obedience to the gospel; and the edification of the church. Believing that such a faith, and a church with a
program in harmony with this faith, are essential to the salvation of the world, the Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp
shall help prepare them to be effective servants of Christ.

Article II shall never be changed or amended (except as to the name of the Camp).

Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp is proud to be an accredited camp of the American 
Camping Association®.

No one shall be denied admission to Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp or to the benefits 
of our U.S. Department of Agriculture Child Nutrition Program because of race, color, 
national origin, sex, handicap, or age.



THE NEED

Background

The Churches of Christ operate Fort Hill Christian
Youth Camp in southern Ohio. Hundreds of young
people attend the Camp every year. Their lives are
enriched by spiritual and social activities conducted in
the beauty of the outdoors.

What is the story of Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp?
What needs prompted the beginning of the search for
the campsite? Who were the leaders involved in the
establishment and development of Fort Hill Christian
Youth Camp? What are the current programs of the
Camp? What have been the results of the Camp?

Involvement of Area Church Leaders

In the 1940•s a need developed for a youth camp in
Ohio for the Churches of Christ. This need evolved
through individuals such as Edward J. Cain and Louis
Gilfellen. Louis Gilfellen had been involved in
Christian camping in the state of Washington as a
youth. Edward Cain became involved in Christian
camping as a former minister for the Christian
Church. Edward and Louis began to encourage the
Churches of Christ in Ohio to start a Christian camp
for the youth. Several men from Dayton, Columbus
and Cincinnati met to discuss the possibilities of
establishing a Christian youth camp.

Interest of Area Teenagers

In 1946 some youth from Dayton learned of a
Christian youth camp in Canada operated by the
Churches of Christ. The youth attended the camp dur-
ing that summer, adding to the interest to begin a
local Christian youth camp.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CAMP

First Attempts

The men who had been meeting together were looking
for a location to build a camp. While flying, Lt. Col.
Bob Smith from Wright Patterson Air Force Base in
Dayton saw a campground next to Fort Hill State
Memorial near Hillsboro, Ohio. He reported the finding
to the men who were investigating possible locations. 

The men learned that the campground belonged to the
Highland County 4-H. The Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) built the facilities in 1933 through a
program developed as part the •New DealŽ created by
President Roosevelt during the Great Depression. The
campground had passed down to the Highland County
4-H from the CCC.

The First Year

The Highland County 4-H leased the campground to
the men for a one-week session in 1949. The men
found the grounds overtaken by weeds. Forty-eight
campers attended that week from eleven congrega-
tions of the Churches of Christ in Ohio. There were
four baptisms that first year of camp. 

The old managerÕs cabin.

Other groups meet their needs at Fort Hill Christian
Youth Camp. Congregations rent the campgrounds on
weekends for retreats. In the spring and fall of each
year the Camp conducts retreats for various groups.
Every year the camp has ladies, teens, family and
•golden agersŽ retreats. Other retreats have been con-
ducted for men and youth leaders.

At times the facilities are available for groups outside
of the Churches of Christ. Area public and private
schools rent the campgrounds for their own programs.
Schools have conducted band camps at Fort Hill
Christian Youth Camp for many years. 

To Sum It All Up

Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp has provided a setting
for members of the Churches of Christ to conduct out-
door activities. Young people have developed social,
mental, physical and spiritual skills at the Camp.
Many young people have renewed, strengthened or
established their commitment to Christ as a direct
result of attending Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp.
The Camp is truly a part of living history in the hearts
and minds of those who have given themselves to
serve others at Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp.

PROJECT 2010

We invite YOU to be a part of the living history of
Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp. Tens of thousands of
young people and adults have received the benefits of
the original noble vision. The Board of Trustees are
continually reviewing the needs of the Camp and
planning for future generations of campers to enjoy
the beautiful surroundings and biblical teaching.
Periodically, the Board of Trustees have set forth a
long-range improvement plan. Project 2010 is the
newest longe-range vision to accomplish this plan.
The Board of Trustees are committed to the accom-
plishment of Project 2010. However, in order to make
the plan a reality by 2010, the assistance, support and
cooperation of many Christians is required. You and
your congregation may want to help Fort Hill
Christian Youth Camp by taking on a project to
improve the Camp or securing its financial future. 
We invite you to join us. Volunteer
your time and resources to help youth
grow spiritually, physically, mentally
and socially at the Camp. 
Be a part of the living history of 
Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp.

55 Years of the Living History 
of Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp

ÒRemember thy Creator in the days of thy youth.Ó
This entry greeted visitors to Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp for many, many years.




