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THE NEED

Background

The Churches of Christ operate Fort Hill Christian
Youth Camp in southern Ohio. Hundreds of young
people attend the Camp every year. Their lives are
enriched by spiritual and social activities conducted
the beauty of the outdoors.

The old managerOs cabin.

What is the story of Fort Hill Christian Youth Camp?
What needs prompted the beginning of the search for

the campsite? Who were the leaders involved in theESTABLISHMENT OF THE CAMP
establishment and development of Fort Hill Christian

Youth Camp? What are the current programs of the First Attempts

Camp? What have been the results of the Camp? ] )
The men who had been meeting together were looking

for a location to build a camp. While flying, Lt. Col.

Bob Smith from Wright Patterson Air Force Base in

In the 1940-s a need developed for a youth camp inDayton saw a campground next to Fort Hill State

Ohio for the Churches of Christ. This need evolved Memorial near Hillsboro, Ohio. He reported the finding
through individuals such as Edward J. Cain and Louis the men who were investigating possible locations.
Gilfellen. Louis Gilfellen had been involved in

Christian camping in the state of Washington as a The men learned that the campground belonged to the
youth. Edward Cain became involved in Christian Highland County 4-H. The Civilian Conservation
camping as a former minister for the Christian Corps (CCC) built the facilities in 1933 through a
Church. Edward and Louis began to encourage the program developed as part the *New DealZ created by
Churches of Christ in Ohio to start a Christian campPresident Roosevelt during the Great Depression. The
for the youth. Several men from Dayton, Columbus campground had passed down to the Highland County
and Cincinnati met to discuss the possibilities of  4-H from the CCC.

establishing a Christian youth camp.

Involvement of Area Church Leaders

The First Year

The Highland County 4-H leased the campground to
In 1946 some youth from Dayton learned of a the men for a one-week session in 1949. The men
Christian youth camp in Canada operated by the  found the grounds overtaken by weeds. Forty-eight
Churches of Christ. The youth attended the camp dgampers attended that week from eleven congrega-
ing that summer, adding to the interest to begin a tions of the Churches of Christ in Ohio. There were
local Christian youth camp. four baptisms that first year of camp.

Interest of Area Teenagers






